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PREVIOUSLY REPORTED - THESE ARE NOW BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS 
April 22 


Gann, Ernest K. William Sloane 
THE HIGH AND THE MIGHTY $3.50 — 


“A new novel sustains the skywriting of Benjamin Lawless and Jsland in the 
Sky in down-to-earth terms as a commercial flight from Honolulu to San Francisco, its 
passengers and crew, provide some recognizable figures and readymade situations which 
converge at a common denominator in the toss-up between life and death. There's Sul- 
livan, the pilot, whose experience in the air brings with it only a cumulative fear; 
Dan Roman, who ‘didn't know when to quit’ and at 53 is too old for a young profession; 
Leonard Wilby, the navigator, in love with the wife who will probably ruin him; the 
Bucks- newlyweds, and the Rices- whose marriage had been spoiled by her money; Humph- 
rey Agnew, obsessively jealous of Kenneth’ Childs, whose worldly success is matched by 
his easy ways with women; Korean Miss Chen- who will study at Columbia, and Frank 


-Briscoe, who will soon die of cancer; etc. etc. And as an engine catches fire and a 


propeller is lost, the passengers are alerted to the ditching ahead, and private 
quarrels ease off before the larger question mark of survival. On the flight deck, it 
is Roman who makes the decision to take a chance on reaching the airport- rather than 
ditching into a nasty sea- and it is his calm and his seasoned judgment which brings 
the ship in safely.... An old story, for which there are not too many lines- but the 


processing is sure and smooth." May Book of the Month Club selection. 
{ 
April af 
Kennelly, Ardyth Houghton, Mifflin 
GOOD MORNING, YOUNG LADY $3.50 95 






"Dorney Leaf at 15 lived chiefly in a dream world, for the real world of 
her waking hours was pretty drab. Motherless, unwanted, she was shunted from one 
member of the family to another, and when our story gets under way, she is living 
with the sister who had little use for her, and trying to get over her disappointment 
in the unfriendliness of her sister's daughter, Crystal, and the shock of finding 


- that the other daughter, Jetta, is subnormal. Salt Lake City seems big and unfor- 


bidding- and only in the illusions she sustains about "the Queen", her employer, Mrs. 
Morelewski, and her dream hero, the bandit, Butch Cassidy, does life have any color. 
Butch had taken his place in her imagination through stories told of him by her old 
friend and neighbor in Wyoming; she never dreamed she'd meet him in the flesh, or 
that he would actually fall in love with her. But meantime there had been Mr. 
Morelewski's professor nephew, and the books he loaned her which opened new horizons, 
and her meeting with Butch, while it seemed a dream fulfillment, had elements of un- 
reality, confusion. The climax- the seeming desertion- leaves Dorney ready, alone 
and waiting, her dreams gone, only the reality of Teige Desmond left.... Sub plots 
break the pattern of the main story, slow its action. A book that falls between 
Peaceable Kingdomand The Spurin quality and appeal." May Literary Guild selection. 
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Two on Name and One on Merit 


a, 


Susan Ertz's INVITATION TO FOLLY (Harper) and Bruce Marshall's THE FAIR BRIDE (Houghton, 
Mifflin) are both poor books by popular authors. A certain market 1s assured. Less as- 
sured is an audience for Martin Boyd's THE CARDBOARD CROWN (Dutton) which is a sensitive 
and differentiative portrait of Anglo-Australians and a highly literate performance. See 
below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 9 


Pellegrini & Cudahy 


Bordeaux, Henry 
A PATHWAY TO HEAVEN $3.00 

A parable of a parish priest reflects a- liberal, limitless faith and a sunny 
serenity for the story of Abbe Calixte Merval, whose ingenuous spirit and impromptu acts 
of mercy provoke a worldlier criticism- sparked by malice. He takes as housekeeper a 
pregnant girl and aligns the father of the baby in marriage- if only in extremis- on 
his deathbed. His paintings, which reflect the goodness he sees everywhere, bring him 
an unsolicited success in Paris but open his unschooled opinions to misinterpretation; 
he shelters a suspended priest- and directs him to a Trappist monastery; he brings an 
organ- and music- to the village. Arraigned before the Bishop on several charges, the 
Bishop penalizes (rewards?) him with a trip to Italy, but asks him to consider the re- 
nunciation of his painting. But the intervention of the Lord spares him his final sacri- 
fice.... A gentle message of transcendent faith, in story form. (IC 52-12382) , 


March 16 


Cory, Donald Webster- /d. Greenberg 
21 VARIATIONS ON A THEME $3.75 ® 


From the delicacy of Henry James, to the rude realism of James Farrell, these 
pieces on sexual inversion reflect a literary rather than sensational preoccupation with 
this theme. From a father's impotent silence towards his son, to another parent's shocked 
disgust after a weekend with his boy, to two women- in uniform- at a bar, to the tenuous 
affection between a tutor and his charge, etc. etc. these stories reflect the many phases 
of homosexuality from personal heartbreak to social guilt. The contributors include 
Sherwood Anderson, Isabel Bolton, Paul Bowles, John Horne Burns, Christopher Isherwood, 

D. H. Lawrence, de Maupassant and Verlaine, Stephen Spender and Stefan Zweig, and the 
Priest and the Acolyte wrongly attributed to Wilde. 


Random House 


Schulberg, Budd oe 

SOME FACES IN THE CROWD s/s $3.00 
Hollywood, the prize ring, marriage, the war - provide the material for these 

20 stories collected from Collier's, Esquire,ete. The road down after being top dog, 

loyalty, heels, fame and its price, phonies, punchy leather pushers, personalities in 

conflict - there's a hard-hitting sense of character and a smooth buildup of situation 

for these small portraits that are marked by human flaws. Your Arkansas Traveler is the 

entertainment figure who believes in his own importance: The Pride of Tony Colucci does 

not conform to the ethics of being knocked out: Enough - a Jewish boy becomes a sharp- 

shooter and wins an Irish friend: The Breaking Point comes for a wife when her sportsman 

husband descends to needless brutality: children defend a white deer but are the means 

of its death: there's a bitter fight in the audience as well as in the ring: a girl's 

courage is really the search for death: a novelist's secretary becomes more famous than @ 

his employer; civilians in Washington have their foxholes: an actor plays a real life 

soldier part well but betrays a faithful friend: a moving picture VIP learns he is on 

the skids - here are the weak - and once in a while - the strong in graphic terms. 

Schulberg's previous novels will be a good come-on for his short stories. (IC - 53-5011) 
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March 23 


Cheever, John Funk & Wagnalls 
THE ENORMOUS RADIO And Other Stories $3.50 


Civilized humanity, not at its best, is seen with a sensivity to discord 
and a feeling for contemporary conflict in these 14 stories collected from the New 
Yorker. Here it is among the married couples, of all ages, apartment house tenants 
and employees, and families with vexing problems that the narrative threads are drawn 
and related to the sometimes violent forces leashed only by an imposed urbanity. A 
brother does not fit into the current family pattern: a couple miss every chance for 
elusive fortune and find it in their marriage: an innocent out of town playwright is 
set upon by a too friendly New York City: a husband and wife grow into pensioners: a 
child's death marks a dying marriage: a city man as a summer farmer clashes with a 
foreign helper: a radio tunes in on the lives of all in an apartment house: the con- 
centrated benevolence of Christmas wrecks an elevator man: a superintendent's day 
with the changing families under his care: a child is lost: an elevator man sits in 
judgement.... there is some point of recognition in each. Concentrated doses of or- 
dinary lives are marked by gentleness rather than bitterness, by precise examination 
rather than blurred exposition. If there is no point of satiation for the short story 
reader, this is for the selective. | 


March 7% '% 


Engstrand, Stuart Messner 
SCATTERED SEED $3.00 


A routine lay 'em and leave ‘em job about an itinerant tree-trimmer (who 
has known better days) temporarily working in Stoner, Iowa. He tries unsuccessfully 
to seduce his landlady's daughter, and is used, also unsuccessfully, by a rich and 
beautiful woman to secure an heir so that when her husband succumbs to his heart 
trouble, she will inherit his money. In addition, our tree-trimmer has a phobia 
about monkeys, and there's a pointless robbery and a good deal of fuss about collect- 
ing back pay from his chief.... Sex is the artificial’ food for what is otherwise a 
forced growth. 


April 13 


Boyd, Martin Dutton 
THE CARDBOARD CROWN $3.00 


* There's a Jamesian imprint to this novel of an Anglo- Australian family of 
Victorian substance, in its leisurely poise, in its particularization of the social 
niceties and restraints of this era, and in its portrait of a lady restless at home 
and susceptible to the refinements of an expatriate in Italy. It is Guy Langton who 
is pricked by his cousin Julian to write the story of his grandmother- through her 
diaries- and through remembered conversations with an uncle whose sentimental attach- 
ments are not above malice. For Alice, who was pretty and wealthy and the choice of 
Austin Langton, is also the victim of his cousin Hetty whose rapacious vitality and 
grim possession Austin could not withstand. The knowledge that Hetty ("who should 
have been a man but could never have been a gentleman) has borne five sons to Austin 
(while married to another man) is the first disillusion of many; the interlude in 
Italy and the sentimental encounter with an Italianate expatriate is unfulfilled be- 
yond the bounds of a graceful frieadiay her daughter, Diana, the one of five children 
for whom she entertains the highest social hopes and deepest affections, makes a non- 
descript marriage; her favorite grandson is killed---- these are the groundswells in a 
social and domestic landscape which is intelligently observed, tastefully rendered. 
For a discriminating audience. (IC 52-12965) 
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April 13 


Boylan, Malcolm Stuart Little, Brown @ 


GOLD PENCIL $3.50 


Further (Tin Sword~ 1950) in the cavalier career of Joshua Doty, these blithe 
incidents pursue an improbable course with mock formality and a broad impudence. Joshua, 
going on 20 in the year 1919 and an ex-colonel, gets a job as a newspaper reporter in 
Los Angeles where with patrolman Noonan, soon to become his closest friend, they pick up q 
a Tong hatchetman and a reward- part of which is spent on Noonan's gift to Joshua- a gold 
pencil. They set up a mixed household which includes a beautiful, ununderstandable Polish- 
Finnish Countess-cook; Josh becomes a motion picture publicist and falls in love with Lou 
Lee, a Chinese lady locksmith; convent-bound Beatrice, whom they shelter, changes her 
sites to marriage with a Mexican Jesus; Joshua's mother, the lovely Victoria, arrives on 
the coast for a fling at fame in pictures- but it is their Countess who is groomed for 
stardom; Noonan runs for Senator and is off to Washington, while Joshua, terminated at 
the studio, heads out into the world for further adventures presumably like these..... 
Outlandishly skittish, this predicates a special taste which you can gauge pretty ac- 
curately by your demand for the first book. (LC 53-5258) 


April 15 


Harper 


Ertz, Susan 
INVITATION TO FOLLY $3 .00 

A study in infidelity in a somewhat unconvincing tale of a marriage. The place 
is England; the time the present; the main characters, the Chadwicks, specifically Sir 
Walter Chadwick, nigh ranking civil servant, an inflexible sort of man, with an all-em- 
bracing mother fixation; his wife Beatrice, too attractive to men for her possessive ®& 
husband's peace of mind, and Sally, still pretty adolescent but perceptive. An old friend 
turns up from some distant spot of Empire, and Beatrice relives her brief aberration, 
when she went off with him for a few unhallowed days. With his departure, she determines 
to confess a lie of long standing to her husband. And when she does, he cannot forgive; 
the lie seems worse to him because for years he had thought it was another man. Into 
this split in matrimonial serenity comes a cousin by marriage and her unpleasant son. 
Sir Walter is charmed, and when Beatrice goes to her sick mother in Kenya, he falls into 
the snare set for him, only to find that a slight case of blackmail is involved which 
sullies the name of his mother- and presents him with some contradictory situations 
which make his break with Beatrice pretty silly. It winds up by a convenient suicide 
which takes the blackmailing cousin with matrimonial designs out of the picture, and 
permits the comforting return of the one-time-erring wife. A low for Susan Ertz, in 
spite of which her audience will probably still read her. (LC 53-5366) 





Hawthorn, E.M.D. Harper 
QUIETLY SHE LIES $2.75 


Report repeated from page 350 of the June 15th bulletin, as follows: "* A 
daily diary which links past with present is the means by which six years bedridden 
Mildred Thomson reveals her corroded and unforgiving approach to the intricate rela- 
tionships within her family and at the schools where she has taught. Beginning in 
1900 and ending in 1945, this is the story of her flight from home, her misstep at 
Clarence House which led to her slavery there, and the hold she obtained over the Head. 
It goes on to her years of dissimulation after an abortion, a thwarted love affair, the 
failure of her own school through the death of a pupil and her efforts to avert her. sis- @ 
ter Mary's approaching marriage. And now with the suspicion that her bodily disease is 





the symptom of a disordered soul and every relative and caller is suspect, the roots of | 
the earlier years are twined around happenings of each day. The intent to murder mir- 
rors murder when dead Mary's letter is delivered to her husband. Veddy good." 
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April 15 


Chapman, Maristan Lippincott 
TENNESSEE HAZARD $3 .95 


In a general way this is a sequel to Rogue's March (1949) for Tipton and 
the peace loving and working Sieur de Lantagnac Ward and his sanctuary at Singing 
Tree reappear in the story of Tenasee Tom Hazard's adventures as a Federalist agent. 
It is the problem of Sevier's treasonable offer to Spain and.the letter that must be 
circumvented that brings Tom to New Orleans and his bitter feud with Salcedo. Helped 
by George Farragut, jilted by Annette Gaillard, captured but escaping, Tom hits the 
trail to prevent Annette from delivering important papers. They are confronted by an 
Indian raid; Tom's advice to arrest "Nolichucky Jack" brings trouble for his uncle; 
and the decision to persuade Sevier away from his commitments to Wilkinson and into 
the Federalist party, because of his great personal popularity, brings a turnabout in 
alliances. A substantial - and substantiated - argumentation of the issues involved 
in the Spanish Conspiracy, the opening of the Mississippi and New Orleans to American 
traffic, "the liberation of the oppressed frontier"- all background Tenasee Tom's 
pursuit of his girl - and his principles. But the soberness does have its leaven of 
lightheartedness. (IC 52-13737) 


Estridge, Robin . al Morrow 
THE OLIVE TREE s/ 20 $3 .60 

Not as incisive as Sword Without Scabbard, but a mild entertainment of mixed 
traditions and affections when American born Mike Selva accompanies his father on a 
mission to his native Montarax- in Spain- to bring his grandmother back to America 
with them. But Dona Catalina who lives on determination and a pride in her past, is 
alert and cunning and quick to recognize that Mike is a throwback to his ancestors- 
and belongs in the olivario she refuses to sell, although she agrees to return to 
America with them. And as a hostage to the future, she persuades Juana, who is 
young and desirable, to bear Mike's child- without marriage. The Selvas leave, and 
while Dona Catalina falls ill in the new country, Mike is increasingly restless- even 
with Kathie whom he had once loved. And so it is that Dona Catalina and Mike return 
to Spain- and the olivario- and the son Juana has borne in their absence.... A light, 
slight story and not too acquired a taste. (LC 53-5334) 


mae alia 
Marshall, Bruce Houghton, Mifflin 
THE FAIR BRIDE $3.00 


The dullest book Bruce Marshall has published. Even his most ardent admir- 
ers will find this story of a Spanish priest whose fears and doubts come to a head 
during the Civil War pretty prosy reading. The days in 1936 were desperate ones for 
the Church, and Father Arturo, the chaplain, was not in sympathy with the determina- 
tion of his Bishop to impose on him the transporation to safety of the relic of St. 
John's finger. His doubts of its validity - his fears of the Communist rabble- made 
him a poor messenger and his mission failed. After a series of escapes, arrests, in- 
volvement in street riots, shifting the relic from one to another, Father Arturo turns 
it over to the dancer whom he refuses to violate- and is forced into a succession of 
marches and countermarches under Communist changes of front. The story comes full 
circle; the Franco forces are in the ascendant- with the relic in their hands- and 
Father Arturo is reconverted to the Church. But there's a lot of confusion and a lot 
of talk en route. ! 

_ April 17 
Hibbs, Ben - Hd. Random House 
POST STORIES 1952 $3.00 


An annual that flourishes with its slick practitioners of the short story 
rounds up a batch of 20 for popular entertainment. On view are Nicholas Monsarrat, 
Kay Boyle, Conrad Richter, Paul Gallico, Robert Standish, John and Ward Hawkins, 
Jacland Marmur, Neill M. Gunn of wide reputation and others known to SEP audiences. 
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There's history, humor, romance and fantasy, and sentimental as well as slick cleverness- 

all streamlined for the market demanding a story rather than a mood or a moment. From 

tax evasion in England, to Eskimo beliefs; animal stories to combat with the elements; 

war tales to domestic dramas; culinary secrets to devil dispossessing; painting to a @ 
moral gunboat; - there is a far range of material and interest for the avid short story 


reader. An assured assembly. 
April 20 


Random House 


Brennan, Louis A. 
THESE ITEMS OF DESIRE $3.50 

A first novel pursues some ingrown family relationships and the emotional eman- 
cipation of Mid McArdle with greater assiduity than subtlety,and in a juggernaut of un- 
disciplined prose follows a girl's unhappy but equally undisciplined search for security 
in the right man. For Mid is not only the victim of her father, Al, and his cold rela- 
tionship with his wife which contributes to her death, but also of her sister Harriet 
and her humiliation of her husband. An unwanted child, Mid is still unwanted at twenty 
odd and looks for her answer to loneliness in Wayne Wertz, who sullies her; in Gil Vance 
who loves her and leaves her; in Jeff, her brother-in-law, whose suffering at her sister's 
hands attracts an affection it might not have otherwise; and finally in Dave, whose like- 
ness to her father prompts a first recoil- a later acceptance....Her mother's cancer, her 
father's affair with another woman, her closest friend's forced marriage to a man who 
could not possibly have fathered her child- all contribute to a general atmosphere of 
wild despair which- when you get right down to it- is not much more than the ferment of 


sex. (LC 53-5015) 


24 
April 22 r’ 
Conklin, Groff & Lucy- 4ds. Lippincott 
THE SUPERNATURAL READER $3.95 


A full quiver (sorry), some thirty tales of the macabre have been edited with 
an eye towards the unusual as well as the lesser known in this field, including some new 
material by Richard Hughes, Lord Dunsany, Saki and Ambrose Bierce. Outer space lends a 
new prop to the classic repertoire of haunted houses, ghostly visitations, vampires and 
werewolves. Theodore Sturgeon has a gruesome story of revenge; John Collier's monstrous 
Bird of Prey, May Sinclair's tantalizing projection of a union between the quick and the 
dead- these set off a collection from a nighttime world for the small hours of the morn- 


ing. (LC 53-5415) 


_— 


lo 
April 23 


Kazantzakis, Nikos Simon & Schuster 
ZORBA THE GREEK $3.50 


* Once the author gets under way, this is a sort of modern Greek : Pilgrim’s 
Progress, touched by Chaucer and Cervantes and poetry. A well-to-do, well-educated 
young man tries to leave his books for a life of activity, meets a modern version of 
the ancient Greek, 65 year old Zorba, the natural man, and takes him along to help work 
in a lignite mine in a primitive Cretan village. Zorba, a most magnificent character, 
offers the young man freedom through a life of action, emotion, individual independence- 
living intensely in the moment. A friend offers one kind of freedom through patriotic duty; 
another through exile and hatred; and there are other alternatives. The scholar works a 
self away from the Buddhist concept of freedom through denial of the world, but cannot 
break completely from books and reason to reach Zorba's position.... But the philosophical 
intention here does not weight the book. There is humor, pathos, vulgarity, beauty, tra- 
gedy and a fullness of life and character. The slow start, however, the strangeness of 
rhythm, the lack of surface plot and much direct action will not attract an easy audience- 
though it is sure to command a distinctive press and a discerning public. 
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April 29 


Wilson, Ethel Harper 
LILLY'S STORY $2.75 


There's an artful simplicity to the telling of "Lilly's story" which al- 
most- but not quite- conceals the subtlety of the characterization and the plot. 
Lilly lived by her wits- and perfected her own version of the “big lie”- for “a girl 
has to live". A drifter, with a bad inheritance and an uncanny sense of self preser- 
vation, Lilly goes from job to job in Vancouver and the Canadian southwest. Then, 
with the birth of her illegitimate child, she has a new goal,- to give little Eleanor 
a chance at gentility and security. But again Lilly has no scruples about using 
people who come her way. It isn't a story with tremendous impact, but there's ar- 
tistry, humor, a measure of pathos implicit in the situations, and originality. This 
new Canadian writer deserves watching. (LC 53-5382) 


April 30 


Grayson, Charles - Ed. Henry Holt 
THE FOURTH ROUND $3.95 


The stories Charles Grayson has selected for his fourth short story an- 
thology pack a hard punch. Twenty-seven in number, old and new, they are the work of 
a roster of famous authors, including Hemingway, Steinbeck, Ben Hecht, Wilbur Steele, 
James Cain and Thurber, Raymond Chandler, Louis Bromfield, Walter Edmonds, Oliver La 
Farge, Sinclair Lewis, MacKinlay Kantor, Paul Gallico, etc.... The stories tend to- 
ward violence and adventure - on the seas, in war, betting, pioneering. There is 
some love, some personal relationship, some mystery. A few humorous bits like Jesse 
Stuart's story are interspersed among the tenser tales, of which there are many. All 
have a complex of qualities and a depth and conflict that add up to good reading - a 
good lot, intended for men, one which libraries and book-givers can trust. (LC 53-5265) 


Lincoln, Victoria Rinehart 
THE WILD HONEY $2.75 


Eleven short stories, linked by poems, form a mosaic of youth into maturity 
and of roots for strength or weakness. The introspective touch quickens the tension 
of the relationship between a small white girl and a little colored boy; underlines a 
little girl's defection to her Amish upbringing; touches with tenderness a child's 
innocent understanding of grown-ups' problems. It carries through to a Southern 
girl's desire to be needed and focusses the bitter grief of the dissolution of a 
marriage. And against the destructive effect of a mentally warped wife, there is the 
fanciful tale of a living and dying alter ego, the magic of an everyday commonplace - 
an accidental meeting with an old friend -, the unexpected capitulation to a stranger, 
and a new widow's acceptance of the will to live. The closing is the death of an old 
dog. A warm understanding of the rejections, the importance of security and assur- 
ance, the insularity of all humans and the exiles of loneliness add to the perceptive- 
ness of the basic motivations. A sympathetic feminine collection. (IC 52-12107) 


Rinehart 
THE GUILT MAKERS $3.50 


A protest and a plea, in story form, tells of a young American's attempt to 
rehabilitate a boy- out of Buchenwald. For David Hutchinson cannot evade the cail of 
conscience and the lien of identification with the boy Saul- who looks him up when he 
comes to America and transfers on Hutchinson a trust and a respect he cannot deny. 

But while Hutchinson fails to reconcile Kay, whom he loves, to the relationship with 
Saul which she finds intrusive, he also fails with Saul to get past the barrier of 
Buchenwald and to the source of shame in Saul's racial heritage which is also a sense 
of sin. And when David learns that Saul's guilt is the rejection of his faith which 
had saved his life- it is too late, and others- looking for an easy way to exorcise 
the past- drive him to kill in an attempt to balance off the old score.... There are 
gpincere intentions here- convictions too- which give this its purpose which may be de- 
feated by a prose which is at best emphatic. (IC 52-13575) 








Weiss, David 
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April ?7 


Ruesch, Hans Lioayitge, - Ballantine 
THE RACER Mu te $1.50-$.35 

A novel of sports car racing which is at its best in capturing the high-octane 
excitement of a sport as vicious as it is glamorous, but which slips into second gear 
when it leaves the track. This is Erich Lester's story as his feverish determination 
to become a star admits no scruplesand the sacrifices of his wife and friends. An acci- 
dent almost loses his life and leaves him with a crippled leg which does not interfere 
with his first triumph. He forfeits his only friendship to become top man on the top 
team, and while unchallenged for many years, he does not realize that he has lost the 
love of Monica until a new youngster, on the upgrade, threatens his reputation as well 
as his marriage. In the knowledge that retirement may be considered a retreat, Lester 
deeides to crash in a last race to insure his immortality- but it is young O'Hanlon 
who steals his grandstand gesture and leaves him behind to a meaningless future..... 
The quite fatal fascination of these stepped-up crates which are more often caskets, 
the cruel competition of the sport and its disrespect of human values- all come 
through and give this its vitality rather than any distinction. (IC 53-6124) 


Zilahy, Lajos r Prentice-Hall 
THE ANGRY ANGEL +/2 7 $3.95 


The further fortunes of the Hungarian family that gave its name to The Dukays 
(1949) have their start in 1939 with the death of Count Istvan and his funeral which 
underlines the scattering of the relations. Count Ostie, now married to American Gwen 
and deep in American enterprises, delegates his authority to his brother in law, Mihaly 
Ursi, who had worked long for Magyar unity and freedom. Ursi's astronomical career has 
led to the founding of the Star-gazers, an anti-German organization and underground 
sabotage group, and with growing threats, the great house is turned into a hospital, 
the Cave made a retreat, and all efforts of the tightly linked Dukays - save Johy, who 
is committed to Hitler's cause - turned toward hidden defiance. Even the secretary, 
old Grubi, plays his part as a spy within the Party. And after the Germans, it is the 
Russians and the enslavement of Budapest, the rumors of Mihaly's death which prove to 
be untrue and the chance, in 1949, for him to come to an American university. But 
Mihaly cannot desert his fellow patriots, sends his wife and child to safety and re- 
turns to a false trial - and execution. Again, the detailed time-sheet, of past and 
present events, which keeps a close score of political and family history and the 
complicated interweaving of a multitude of relatives as well as others connected with 
the Dukay story demand a patient and specifically interested reader. (IC 53-5736) 


Heyer, Georgette Putnam 
COTILLION ‘t//2 $3.50 


Another in the Regency panels repeats the theme of country mouse (Catherine 
Charing) who comes to London, cuts a swathe in the Polite World and lands in the arms 
of the man of her choice. Kitty is heir to a fortune IF she marries one of Mr. Peni- 
cuik's great-nephews: she turns down the offers as they are made and offers herself to 
fashion-plate Freddy for a month in London on the basis of an engagement which will be 
repudiated at the end of that time. She involves herself in the affairs of Dolphinton 
who is attempting to escape his Mama with one who is not of the bon ton: she champions 
the romance of Olivia and a gambler who is posing as a gentleman: she wakes up to the 
fact that her old love, Jack, is a cad and worthy only of being trampled on: - and in 
all this pulls unwilling Freddy in her wake. Freddy is the one who ties up the loose- 
ends of her plotting, sets her straight on clothes and manners, and wins her heart for 
safe keeping. A diverting hum for those with a feeling (or a failing) for Heyer's 
costume pieces. (IC 52-13641) 
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April He | 


Levin, Dan Putnam 
DREAM IN THE FLESH $4 .00 


A fervent, first person testament records the tumescent soulsickness of 
David Hyatt, from undergraduate days at Oberlin to the present when he finds the an- 
swer to his restless search. An orphan, Dave takes a certain refuge in Beatrice- in 
her soft sympathy and her humility- and he marries her when she follows him from the 
midwest to California. A job in Washington as an analyst heightens his discontent- 
with himself- with the world- and with the sacrificial Beatrice, and enlistment in 
the Marines is a welcome release. The end of the war takes him back to Beatrice and 
Washington, but the old discontent prevails and he breaks with both and heads for 
Europe. London brings an affair with Norah (a whore- a pregnant one at that) and 
when she disappears, he realizes that "the image of a love and a security" is only to 
be found in himself.... A lesson learned, the hard way and the long way round, the 
confusion of the ideal and the instinctual, this is all verbalized with few controls 
and few refinements. (Public Libraries- definitely "in the flesh”".) 


OBITUARY, WIDE OPEN AIRY, PLANETARY 
March 16 


Pohl, Frederik- fd. $1.50- Houghton, Mifflin 
STAR SCIENCE FICTION STORIES $ .35 Ballantine 


15 new unpublished turns by the fixed luminaries, and some others, in this 
field, offer a fresh course of fantasy reading. The ingredients remain faithful - 
monsters, space and time travel, gadgets and gimmicks, other worlds,a variation on 
Jonah's internal stay, etc., and Kornbluth, del Rey, Leiber, Simak, Tenn, Gold, Meril, 
Bradbury, Asimov, Leinster, etc., display their accustomed skill. In the welter of 
SF, this is a happy helter-skelter. (LC 53-5671) 


March 18 


Dickson, Carter Morrow 
THE CAVALIER'S CUP $2.50 


HM (and his singing lessons) snookers GI Masters when the Cavalier's Cup 
at Telford Old Hall is the center of much activity but no robbery. Elaine, an MP, 
American Congressman Harvey, two butlers, Virginia and her husband Tom, plus IIM's 
singing teacher cock-a-hoop through the farce (Mr. Dickson been seeing too much of 
P. G. Wodehouse lately?) which locates the real object of the mysterious doings. 
Awf'ly tricky. (LC 53-5333) 

April 10 


Davis, Mildred Simon & Schuster 
THEY BURIED A MAN $2.50 


* A fragmentation of unknown and unsuspected facts fills in the past when the 
automobile accident which takes the life of Selwyn Buoman, whom everybody loved, re-. 
vives the twenty year old murder of a banker- whom everybody hated. The slow seepage 
of forgotten- and hidden- details provides the chain of evidence to which the vil- 
lagers of Little Forks contribute, splinters a fallen idol, and lends a curious, cu- 
mulative suspense. Neat. 

April 13 


Crossen, Kendell Foster Henry Holt 

ONCE UPON A STAR $2.95 

Four episodes feature the experiences of Manning Draco, insurance investi- 

gator of the Greater Solarian, as on various planets he tackles a death and reincar- 
nation fraud, puts an end to a dubious corporation, is almost married off to an Em- 

peror's daughter, but finally realigns his rivals and eliminates their interference.... 

A breezy geniality adds a light touch to the fantastic. (IC 53-5498) 
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April 15 
Wentworth, Patricia . Lippincott 
OUT OF THE PAST $2.50 

The sharp powers of observation of mild Maud Silver contribute once again to @ 


the successful solution of a case in which Alan Field, a waster, returns to England to 
capitalize on the affections of the women who had once loved him. His murder exposes 

not only his past but a sequence of dubious indiscretions and releases the marriage he 
had jeopardized...The victimization of pleasant people extracts a certain sympathy and 


gently toned suspense. (LC 52-13735) 
April 16 


Rinehart 


Sohl, Jerry 
THE TRANSCENDENT MAN $2.50 

A full length SF projection posits a superior race which has used Earth to sup- 
ply, through its wars and plagues, the necessary release of thought force for the inhabi- 
tants of the 4th planet of Capella. Magazine interviewer Martin Enders fouls up his as- 
signment when Nobel Prize winner, Dr. Penn, turns inimical and Virginia Penn becomes too 
attractive. Virginia's Capellan birthright helps and hinders Martin to the end that he 
can deal with Earth's destroyers safely. Telekinesis exercises. (IC 52-13577) 


April 17 


Eberhart, Mignon G. Random House 
THE UNKNOWN QUANTITY $2.50 


Grateful, dependent Sarah Travers accepts her husband's proposition to have 
Jake Dixon impersonate him, to cover up his absence on an ex officio top secret assign- 
ment. Their arrival from California is attended with mysterious incidents at the 
Travers' home on the lake and word of Travers' murder in California puts Sarah and Jake ©} 
in trouble with the local police. When Travers turns up, worse is to follow, other mur- 
ders are disclosed and Sarah finds Jake the man for her trust and love. Adroit manipula- 


tion here. (LC 52-9582) 
April 22 


McGrew, Fenn Rinehart 
THE TASTE OF DEATH $2.50 


Elmdale Academy, Columbus, Ohio, is topsy-turvied by the murder of its dramatic 
coach, adored Priscilla Drew, and put to rights by the sleuthing of Police Lt. Charies 
Hillary. The performance of Julius Caesar must go on: the assistant head mistress must 
be kept in place: Priscilla's fiance must be taken care of: and the Elmdale girls must be 
steered away from hysteria. Lots of petticoat palaver with academic accessories feminize 


the fatalities. (IC - 52-12111) 
April 23 


Wayne, Joseph Dutton 
THE LONG WIND $2.50 


Jess Dawson comes to Lariat prepared to work on the side of the power boys and 
takes a job as trouble-shooter for Coe Farrar, town promoter. With his foot in the camps 
of the crooked town planners and the homesteaders they duped, Jess chooses the straight 
road which leads to a partnership in cattle with Dake Ennis and in marriage with Paula. 
Real people and right enuff. (LC 52-12944) 

April 29 


Wilmot, Robert Patrick Lippincott © 
MURDER ON MONDAY $2.50 


Those durable private peepers, Steve Considine and Mike Zacharias, as they trail 
a junked-up jailbird who has been conducting a one-man collection agency and the shake-down 
of two reformed racketeers as well as a prominent politican. With murder an added violation, 
they suspect the misuse of an alias, and with the New York City police corral their crimin- 
als. Accelerated. (IC 53-5414) 
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Ge e« Fre T ti €F 
WE MEET SUCH INTERESTING PEOPLE 
© Loutse Dickinson Rich' account of her years as an ONLY PARENT (Lippincott) has a fer 


inine human interest; Leon Edel’s biography of HENRY JAMES (Lippincott) is a critical 
work of considerable stature: Lucy Sprague Mitchell's TWO LIVES (Simon & Schuster) 
gives some personal bearings on a prominent educator; an unusual prank in Ian Hamil 
ton’s NO STONE UNTURNED (Funk & Wagnalls); and for a serious reading public, a new 
Arnold J. Toynbee— THE WORLD AND THE WEST (Oxford). See below for reports 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 13 


Brown, Wenzell Greenberg 
MONKEY ON MY BACK $3.50 


A concerned reporter's experience with and examination of teen-age addic- 
tion begins when he finds Dave, the son of a rich friend, with a monkey on his back 
(or unable to get a "fix") trying to lift his typewriter. When Dave's body is next 
found in an alleyway in the Bronx- Brown follows up on his death and his search takes 
him to Harlem, to the Negro and Puerto Rican slums where boys and girls are peddling 
and buying drugs in the schoolyards and on the street corners. His interest in 
Hector and Patrick and Pepe and Rosa, whose stories are told here, led to an involve- 
ment in their lives- in the attempt to salvage them after a cure in Lexington, Ky., 
by finding homes- and jobs- where the threat of reversion was eliminated. But al- 
though he failed (and the statistics here on workable cures hold little hope) he is 
still working against the widening record of addiction and the physical deteriora- 

& tion, moral delinquency which are all part of the blurred background of the junkie... 
A sincerity, rather than a tabloid sensationalism, should help to bring this to the 
attention of agencies and individuals engaged in countering this problem. (ILC 52-13113) 


March 16 


Martin, John Bartlow Ballantine 
WHY DID THEY KILL? $1.50-$.35 


A study of a crime rather than a criminal career (My Life in Crime- Harper- 
1952) records and examines the killing of a nurse by three teen age youngsters with 
an eye towards a general social guilt as well as the individual imbalance of those 
involved. And the clinical case histories of Bill Morey, Max Pell and Dave Royal who 
robbed and clubbed a nurse in Ann Arbor shows the transition of youngsters, who might 
be yours, to hoodlums and hot-rod kids who get their kicks from beer and gambling and 
souped-up cars. The account here concentrates on Bill Morey, who thought up and 
carried through the fatal slugging; on his concerned parents- his mother was a former 
teacher- who did not recognize the insecurity and inferiority in the boy which prompt- 
ed acts of aggression; on the duality of his nature and activities... A shocking 
story, which commands sympathy rather than censure and makes a solicitous inquiry 
into the marginal differentiation between delinquency and adult crime, and the for- 
ces which are responsible. This widens then the implications and interest in the case 
over and above its immediate sensationalism. (LC 53-5672) 


Hamilton, Ian R. Funk & Wagnalls 
@ NO STONE UNTURNED $3.75 


* This account, by its chief instigator and perpetrator, of the removal of 
the Stone of Destiny from Westminster Abbey has not only the bold aplomb of its per- 
formance but is an imaginative gesture of deepfelt patriotism. For Hamilton, and 
his sympathizers in the Covenant Movement, hoped to stimulate a growing national 
self-awareness when they pulled off the theft of the stone, always associated with 
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the right of government, in an operation which was certainly as symbolic as it was 
spectacular. Hamilton's first trip to London where he cased the Abbey and the several 
hundredweight stone; the return at Christmas with Kay and Alan and Gavin and the theft- 
in the small hours of morning with the added complication when a part of the stone, al- 
ready cracked, broke off; the evasion of the police and the hiding of their trophy- on 
@ grassy bank in Kent; the return a week later to bring the stone under cover in Scot- 
land in the fear that it might deteriorate; the angry (British) and glowing (Scotch) 
reactions to the disappearance which puzzled the Yard for many months, all make up an 
exceedingly good show.... The Scottish thistle, once again pricking British pride, 
this exploit has impudence and spirit which carries well across the Border to any’ ad- 


venture-minded audience. 


March 16 


Hunt, Francis- text- & Funk & Wagnalls 
Lindsay, Allan- Illus. $1.50 
THE BOOK OF THE CORONATION 


Literally a handbook for sideline viewers (and possibly on this side- video 
viewers) on this great ceremonial. A very brief sketch of Queen Elizabeth leads off to 
a word and picture description of regalia and royal vestments, sceptres and crowns; the 
coronation service; the officials in the Abbey ceremony; the route of the royal proces- 
sion and places of interest thereon as well as the participants in the procession. Re- 
cognition and memento value. ir 
March~20 4] 24 
Verrill, A. Hyatt & Ruth | Putnam 

AMERICA'S ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS $5 .00 @ 


Though the highly developed pre-Colombian civilizations of the Americas have 
long fascinated scholars, their alien (non-European) natures and the lack of Rosetta 
Stones that would unlock their languages have proven grave barriers to total knowledge 
of their flourishing world. Now, a husband and wife team has sought to correlate Aztec 
and Incan legends, gods and artifacts to those of the ancient Sumerians of the Middle 
East--to prove that there was definite contact in the pre-Christian era between the old 
Mediterranean world and the “Land Beyond the Western Sea" mentioned repeatedly in Su- 
merian stone tablets. They have found the coincidence of princely names, the legend of 
the Plumed Serpent with a very similar Middle Eastern god: and they have discovered what 
appear to be Sumerian coins, etc. in the New World. And in the course of propounding 
their pet theory, the Verrills provide the reader with an excellent, detailed picture of 
the ancient Americas, their highly developed civilizations and their unbelievable 
achievements. For those readers who last spring raised Gods, Graves and Scholars to the 
best seller lists, this should be a welcome sequel. (IC 52-13659) 


March 23 | 


Campbell-Johnson, Alan ; Dutton 
MISSION WITH MOUNTBATTEN $5.00 


Only conscientious students of world wide affairs, and those with a particu- 
lar interest in India, will take the time to read this play-by-play report on the par- 
titioning of India, six years after the fact. The author was official Press Attache 
and the book derives from minute notes, kept in diary form during the mission. His 
praise for Mountbatten is unwavering, and as one reads on one realizes that “this treaty 
of peace without a war" was no easy triumph involving as it did so many conflicting 





issues and individuals; the Congress Union, headed by Pandit Nehur; Jinnah's Moslem @ 
League; and some 565 Princely States which had to sign their individual pacts with 

either Pakistan or the new Hindu homeland. A clear headed report for those whose inter- 

ests center here, and of larger documentary value. (IC 52-12949) 
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March 23 


Mosley, Jean Bell Westminster 
THE MOCKINGBIRD PIANO $3.00 


Reminiscences of childhood in the Ozarks which, though written in a balanced, 
flowing prose that seems to aptly characterize the mood and tenor of mountain life, 
must depend on a pre-established interest for its market. A description of grizzly, 
tobacco-chewing Old Abe, the local chronicler, introduces the lore and history of near 
St. Louis surroundings and provides a point of departure for talking about early 19th 
century family doings. Syrup making time, Sunday school, shopping in the city are 
some of them. The author writes through the eyes of a ten year old in a large farm 
family- with strong feelings for place and character, but with a gentleness that de- 
tracts from activity and makes her story more for a person from a similar background 
than an inquisitive reader. 





































March 26 


Toynbee, Arnold Oxford 
THE WORLD AND THE WEST $2.00 


* The Reith Lectures given over the BBC in 1952 comprise this most recent 
contribution, finely conceived and compactly expressed, of the great English histor- 
ian to the study of the trials of our times. Pointing out that the West has been the 
aggressor of the World during the past few hundred years,he traces the resistance to it, 
the effects and possible future developments of its impingement on Kussia, Islam, 
India, and the Far East. To protect themselves from Western arms and the peoples of 
the World accepted Western techniques, from which followed unavoidably, as Gandhi 
realized, the very infiltration of the deeper elements of Western culture which the 
World had attempted to deflect. (The Western heresy of Communism in Russia, the 
British governmental system in India are examples.) Searching history for a possible 
future, Toynbee turns as in Civilization on Trial to the Graeco-Roman world, in which 
the peoples they ruled gradually made a counteroffensive with a new spiritual force. 
Again, he sees a possible solution to strife through religion, which will bring to- 
gether the West, which has traded in religion for technology, and the World which 
cannot live under Western secularism. This material will be developed in Volume VIII 
of A Study of History, to appear in 1954. (LC 53-5911) 


March 77 . 


Montagu, Ashley- Fd. Julian Press 
THE MEANING OF LOVE $3.50 


An anthology of examining essays on the various aspects of love, "to obtain 
a clue as to why man does not secure satisfaction from his loving”. Contributors come 
from many walks of life- medicine, psychology, philosophy, political science, theolo- 
gy, psychiatry. In a title essay, Montague sets the theme and tone of the volume in 
affirming love as an essentially social act. Sorokin and R.C. Hanson prove through a 
series of test results that love prevents aggression, and two doctors ask for a more 
intelligent communication to the young that will replace fear with mutuel joy and 
trust in the marriage relationship. Abraham Maslow and Horace Kallen are among six 
other writers who collaborate to make this niche of stability in a troubled world. 


Karraker, Cyrus H. Richard R. Smith 
PIRACY WAS A BUSINESS $3.00 












A socio-historical study of the very mixed art of plunder takes its story 
from earliest times through the 18th century heyday and underlines how this profession 
set the pattern for racketeering and political alliance with crime. Whether sea robber, 
buccaneer, corsair, privateer or trader, they were all the same breed of thieves as 
they rendezvoused at St. Mary's, Madagascar, ravaged New York, New Jersey, the Caro- 
linas, collected in the Caribbean, were sent packing from the Bahamas and with the co- 
ming of steam, metal ships and communication - driven to extinction. From Barbarossa, 
to Blackbeard, Bonnet, Lafitte and others, the romance and glamor is wiped off and 

the reality of men earning a living in the best ships and with the best mechanics by 
anti-social practices is painstakingly revealed. A high assay of pirate gold here- 
for the student. 
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April 3 


Low, Prof. A. M. Dutton 
ENGLAND'S PAST PRESENTED $3.75 ®& 


In an account intended to give the wayward reader of history a comprehensive 
snapshot of English life, Professor Low proceeds with dispatch from pre-Norman days to 
1951. Chapters based on the reigns of each sovereign form convenient boundaries for 
his survey: he etches indelibly the rulers themselves, their means of obtaining the 
throne, how they kept it, the customs and fate of the people under them. A lot of 
material in a little space told with a kind of frenetic charm, the end effect is re- 
miniscent of a machine of which all the pieces have been made but none yet assembled - 
the snapshots remain snaps and do not merge progressively as in a moving picture. While 
each reign is characterized, overall trends and international relations receive scant 
attention under this means of ordering material. However, a fine birdseye view for the 
fast flyer that should be of great help to those in entertainment fields as well. 


Illustrated. (LC 52-12963) 
April 6 


Hix, Elsie Garden City 
STRANGE AS IT SEEMS $2.50 


A collection of curiosa which will improve your incidental intelligence on a 
variety of subjects; history; natural history; places; people, famous firsts; accom- 
plishments; etc. The unionization of the Electric Eel, the derivation of the word dunce; 
the firefly's secret of cold light, the youngest maternity on record- aged 7, the entire 
litter of 18 newborn opossums which can be placed in a teaspoon, etc. etc. make up a 
catchy, sketchy miscellany of assorted points of interest. An excursion in serendipity, 


but it's the market here which seems strange to us. > © 
April 7 « / 2% 
Healy, Raymond J. & a Henry Holt 
Cooper, John V. I KNEW IT ALL THE TIME $2.50 


Not to groom you for the jackpot, but for group or self entertainment and a 
successor to TJhe Fireside Quiz Book. The quizzes here deal with anything from famous 
names, to poetry, football, the civil war, the theatre, detective stories, wining and 
dining, words, phrases, etc. etc. Plus sale as a hospital or hostess gift. (IC 53-5264) 


April 9 


Tennant, Kylie St. Martin's 
AUSTRALIA: HER STORY $4.50 


The quote that prefaces this book - Mark Twain's affirmation that Australia's 
history reads "like the most beautiful lies" all of which are indeed true - is fully 
proven in its contents. Kylie Tennant brings to the telling a sense of humor and drama 
and a sureness of fact and order that makes compelling reading. From the days when the 
Dutch poked about Australia's coasts, when the British began to touch her lands and to 
use Botany Bay for a criminal dumpyard, through the long years of pioneering and ex- 
ploration to the 1950 Centennial of Federation when Australia, no longer insulated, 
faced world problems with her neighbors, the author treks with spirit. She tells too of 
the gold rush, of the “pure Merinos", of the MacArthurs and Macquaries, landholders, 
governors, convicts, bushrangers, squatters, slavers who made Australian history. The 
people of the land emerge clearly, all ably characterized in an account which never 
sacrifices history for color and never has any need to do so. 
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; April 10 

Zimmern, Sir Alfred Dutton 

THE AMERICAN ROAD TO WORLD PEACE $4.00 


* The weight of this contribution - one among so many today - to the thought 
of the West on its future is derived from its orientation and incisiveness. With his 
long experience in international relations, Sir Alfred Zimmern has produced a book 
which will give Americans an opportunity to understand the European attitude toward 
peace through unity and respect for America's role in securing a meaningful peace, 
while at the same time pointing out to Europe America's unique contribution to world 
harmony. He traces the history of world peace from Greek and Roman times, giving 
great attention to the period from the first World War on. Wilson brought to the 
problem of world order a concept new to Europeans, accustomed to sovereignty, in 
his community of nations, and he did so from the view of a political scientist ra- 
ther than lawyer. The progress of two wars, the interim in which the League of Na- 
tions was born an ailing child, the increasing teamwork through the Atlantic Charter, 
attempts to install the Baruch plan for atomic energy control, the meeting of the 
United Nations is handled with depth and precision. The author considers the UN, 
states that a true regionally derived team of dedicated men should take the place 
of the faltering Security Council, as the executive body, and looks with hope toward 
a greater growth in skill and understanding in handling a world peace in which free 
men stand together. 


April ly Al 


Upgren, A. & Edmunds, S. Macmillan 
ECONOMICS FOR YOU AND ME $4.00 


An applied, rather than theoretical, examination of our economy in terms of 
goods- rather than the abstraction- money, this brings humor as well as some practical 
parallels in everyday life to lessen reader resistance to a subject he doesn't usually 
understand. Who gets the money and where it goes (it's the women who spend it); grow- 
ing and lagging industries; the main stream of our economy between 1929 and 1952, 
products, imports, inventory; how money makes money (or how banks work); inflation 
and current checks; government spending- and the government debt; the phase we now 
enter, which should see the shift from defense boom to a consumer boom; and the long- 
er term prognosis. The authors, a professor in this field and a practising econom- 
ist, have provided a both sensible and intelligible demonstration of the shifting 
trends in production and income, and have balanced the books for this phase of our 
history with a logical interpretation of the operative influences behind the sta- 
tistics. 

April 15 


Najafi, Najmeh & ~ 3 Harper 
Hinckley, Helen |= PERSIA IS MY HEART $3.00 


* This is a personal story that extends to a nation. In its author, e young 
woman in her twenties, member of a great Persian family (her father was adviser of 
the Shah), Persia has a spokesman comparable to India's Santha Rama Rau. Growing up 
in a Persia which was forced to modernize superficially, she has known the delight of 
the bath houses where women meet, and she has shared the hunger of the village folk 
and the inferior status of women. Her love of people and her pride in her country 
have deepened her concern for it. Resisting the traditional concept of high class 
women as pretty painted dolls, she avoided the customary early marriage arranged by 
the women of the family and secured an education. She started a dress designing shop 
in Teheran, the profits of which she used to come to America, where she could learn 
how to make her dream come true. She would open small factories which would enable’ 
the village women to gain self respect and perhaps the respect of their men through 
earning independently for their own families, and to lessen the long winter hunger. 
Miss Najafi describes with deep love the religious life, the customs, the arts of 
Persia as they colored her own world. She writes with refreshing candor and warmth 
a story most pertinent - the story of a young woman devoted to her country, determined 
to bring to it the technology and free outlook of the West while helping it to retain 
its own great spirit. Illustrated by the author. (LC 53-5377) : 
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April 15 


Rich, Louise Dickinson Lippincott @ 
ONLY PARENT $3.00 


With the sudden death, of a cerebral hemhorrage, of her husband eight years 
ago, when the children, Rufus and Dinah were 7 and 2, Mrs. Rich was confronted by the 
problem of raising them singlehanded. This is the story of her solo coping with the 
emergencies that arose (sudden appendectomy, for instance), the questions of friends 
and pets, summer vacations, the move from Maine to Massachusetts, and the innumerable 
daily crises of ordinary living. It is a litany of parental posers - patience, under- 
standing, humor, tolerance - told with many a grimace and wry appreciation of the situa- 
tions she walked into or was handed: it's a record of adjustments all along the line, 
from living in the woods to urban compactness and neighborliness, from promises not re- 
membered to promises kept in spite of everything: it tallies the uphill job against the 
definite rewards and offers some hilarious moments of domestic devilments. Strictly the 
unsheltered life whose appeal has a readymade audience in the readers of her earlier We 
Took To The Woods, Happy Land, etc. (LC 53-5416) 


Little, Brown 
MONEY MOUNTAIN $5.00 


Another excursion into America's middle past, this is the technicolored story 
of Cripple Creek, Colorado - the characters who invaded the rich gold strike and made it 
@ roaring boom town and the beautiful setting of the whole Colorado Springs area. It 
was the era of the restless foot in the U. S., and many of the Creek's “leading” citizens 
drifted there from the East, the defeated South and even from abroad -- one was a bank- 
rupt Prussian nobleman. And with them, came the floridly named con men, madams and 
"girls" who formed the inevitable underworld of every Western boom area. The strike was 
a late one of the '90's -- more than 40 years after Sutter's, but it brought a decade of 
furious activity and ostentatious wealth before the usual petering out of the lode. 
Written in a folksy, “hi there, podner" style, this may prove a hit in the Western mar- 
ket, though there's an oversupply of coyness in some of the writing and a number of un- 
important stories are stretched to almost unendurable length just for their anecdotal 


value. (IC 52-12637) 


Heth, Edward Harris en Simon & Schuster 
MY LIFE ON EARTH ‘Y/ 3 ¢ ; $4.00 


Personal experience continues the theme and tenor of his novels in a series of 
pastoral vignettes, loosely joined, of a city advertising man turned country squire. A 
victim of nerves and a high-powered job, Heth was forced to take an extended rest in the 
country. At first resentful of his health, his enforced idleness, and his former 
friends who did not come to see him, he later entered a period of indecision and fluctua- 
ting values climaxed by the loss of his job. But it wasn't until he started to be neigh- 
borly with the stalwart and simple folk about him that he could relax sufficiently to 
enjoy this life. Mr. Heth's paradise are the fertile and inviting hills of Wisconsin, 
outside of Milwaukee, and his record of it is peaceful, pleasant and mildly sedative. 


Simpson, George Gaylord Yale University Press 
LIFE OF THE PAST $4.00 

A ditinguished paleontologist, attempting to fill in the gap between popular or 
journalistic pieces on his science and textbooks, presents a non-technical but brimmingly 
factual discussion of paleontology. He stresses not only the way men have gone about 
identifying fossils and the history of the science itself, but also the significance of 
fossils in tracing the history of all life on earth. He shows how paleontology is the @ 
fellow of geology and biology, how the sciences make use of one another, how economic 
paleontology fits into our industrial civilization. The perspective that man can 
achieve through such study is not the least of its values. An appendix in which classi- 
fications of plants and animals, with their characteristics, may be found rounds out a 
book packed with material within the range of the general reader. (LC 52-12078) 


Sprague, Marshall 
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23 
April 16“ 


Seroff, Victor I. Henry Holt 
MAURICE RAVEL - $3.50 


A sound biography of the French composer which extends to his contemporaries 
with the author's easy familiarity with the period and the men who colored it. Ravel 
himself was one of the central and controversial figures of the Parisian world of mu- 
sic, often unfortunately compared with Debussy as his imitator. The "affairs Ravel" 
stirred all Paris, from the injustice occurring in connection with the Prix de Rome 
to the final ruckus when Ravel wrote from his position as a volunteer in the World 
War I French army that he could not in conscience agree with his nationalist colleagues 
that German music should be banned in France. Ravel's music is given ample attention 
here, and the works with Diaghilev, the meetings with Satie, Faure, the Apaches, 
Stravinsky are weighed. A book satisfying from the musical end (with listings of 
Ravel's complete works and available recordings) which makes an era in French music 
history live although it does not quite revive the elusive Ravel himself. Librar- 
ies, music-lovers, take note. (LC 53-5271) 


April 17 


Prewett, Virginia Dutton 
BEYOND THE GREAT FOREST $3.75 


The sharp contrast as the scene of this biographical adventure shifts from 
the political arena of Argentina to the primitive frontier of Brazil heightens the 
intensity of the telling. Miss Prewett, a newspaperwoman whose reputation for clear- 
sighted interpretation of the march of dictatorship in the Argentine had brought her 
considerable recognition, began to feel bitter disillusionment as she found herself 
combatting not only the Peron forces but the "soft policy" of the American Embassy. 
Finally, with the added factor of a break with her man- she chose the escape to the 
Brazilian forest acreage she had purchased. The bulk of this account follows her new 
struggle against the forces of nature, the intractability of primitive man, and re- 
cords- along with the glory and exhilaration- the frustrations and failures of a 
white woman seeking to build a going plantation in the midst of a forest. Most of 
it is fascinating reading, but there is a sense of disappointment in her final defeat, 
and at the end she marries Bill and finds in the rejection of her battle the peace 
she has sought. A penetrating study of unfamiliar phases of life and the people in 
B.A. and the Brazilian jungle, as well as an honest self-portrait. But not every- 


one's meat. (IC 52-12962) } 
St. Martin's Press 


10/7 
Muir, M. A. W : 
DEAR MRS. BOSWELL Pal} $3.50 


| Lb 
April 22 
A Ma £ 

For more than a century James Boswell has been overshadowed by the great 
Doctor Johnson about whom he wrote. This earnest, astute biography of his domestic 
life will do little to upset history's verdict. James Boswell is still the pompous 
buffoon who fluttered in Johnson's wake. By the time he got around to proposing 
marriage to his country cousin and childhood confidante, his suit had already been 
rejected by two of the better dowered young ladies of his set. His name was already 
connected with several unsavory love affairs, and though he was the eldest son, he 
was often threatened with disinheritance, by an irascible father, if he failed to 
settle down. Boswell never actually settled down- but he went through the motions 
of an affectionate husband and a good father- when he was at home. However, his 
ruling passion was the companionship of the "Great", and his favorite conversational 
gambit was the ageless "as my friend--- said".... A worthy portrait- which will how- 
ever appeal largely to devotees and scholars- and the most thoroughgoing of these 
at that. 

























: 
















Non-fiction February 15, 1953 


-142- 
April 23 


Catchings, Waddill C. Duell, Sloan & Pearce @ 
MONEY, MEN AND MACHINES $2.50 


Pointing out the weaknesses of “planned economy” (Keynesian and Mixed varie- 
ties), the authors propose that the objective of The Federal Reserve Board should be to 
provide (through its authority over bank deposits and loans) the American people with 
an “adequate but not excessive supply of money". This to produce according to ability 
and desire and thus to give free play to forces of supply and demand of products and 
services. Definitely controversial, not profound in treatment, this might be of inter- 
est to the theoretician, student and close examiner of money management. (LC 53-6448) 


Laue, Gilbert Henry Holt 
SO MUCH TO LEARN $2.75 


A sentimental paternal view of child care has as its main point of distinc- 
tion the reversal of accepted roles as Loretto Laue went back to work when young John 
was five months old, and Gilbert stayed home to write- and rear the baby. All those in- 
portant incidentals in the bringing up of a first baby and in this case- a fond father- 
take them through the ritual of diapering and feeding and bathing and training, on the 
evening excursion to meet Loretto's train and on special trips to the zoo, through the 
ordeal of visiting relatives, etc. etc. And although Mr. Laue is to be congratulated 
on his successful novitiate in a woman's world, his account of it is never much more 
than intimately personal and largely inconsequential. Illustrated. (LC 53-5267) 


April 24 


Macken, Walter St. Martin's Press 
HOME IS THE HERO: A Play in Two Acts $2.00 @ 


A record run of the Abbey Players in Dublin- selection for a London run at 
the time of the Coronation this Spring- choice as a Fall,offering of the Theatre Guild 
for next Fall combine to give this play in book form an unusually good send-off.... The 
title has a cynical flavor, as the reader soon discovers when the returned “hero" is 
Paddo O'Reilly, coming back after serving five years in jail for accidentally killing a 
man. The wife and the neighbors plan a gala welcome; the crippled shoemaker son, who 
has borne the brunt of supporting the household- and the fly daughter Josie, hungry for 
a good time, are sceptical, as well they may be. For Paddo has grown hard and bitter; 
his determination to prove he is head of the household and will have none of the pander- 
ing planned for his homecoming bears bitter fruit. And, with everything in ruins around 
him, Paddo turns his back on home, with a speech that gives one a flicker of sympathy 
for him, and sets off to find his liberty alone. Macken has a rare gift for the emo- 
tional values- the apt turn of phrase. Even the dialect proves no hurdle as the reader 
is caught up in the lilt of the speech.... The play reading market ~away from the eas- 
tern cities- will relish it if they can cope with the unfamiliarity of the language. 


Le Gallienne, Eva Viking 
WITH A QUIET HEART $4.50 


In 1931, Miss Le Gallienne wrote 4t 33 - and then had the accident that so 
badly burned and scarred her hands so that there was the chance that her career might 
be finished. But a holiday in Europe, which included a job as a super in the Cirque 
d'Hiver in Paris, sent her home ready for the necessary operations and the hard work 
connected with the Civic Repertory Theatre on lth Street. The record of her years 
since that time is one of play production, of a long, hard fight for an acting theatre 
along European lines and up to European standards of touring,of settling more and more | @ 
in the country. With the collapse of the Civic Repertory Theatre, and still in pur- 
suit of the kind of theatre she dreamed of, there were other plays to appear in, to 
direct and to work on - [’Aiglon, dramas of Ibsen and Chekhov, Uncle Harry, revivals, 
modified versions of repertory, vaudeville - and there were new associations to form, 









February 15, 1953 Non-fiction -143- 





with Margaret Webster, Cheryl Crawford, and then came lecturing, with, currently, no 
definite plans for the future. There are convictions here but no stridencies, theor- 
@ ies but no theatrics and her professional story is filled in with an unaccented re- 
view of her personal life. For the serious follower of footlight history rather than 
those who succumb to a tremblant Tallulah, this will be rewarding reading. (LC 53-5201) 

















April 27 


Bocca, Geoffrey Holt 
ELIZABETH AND PHILIP $3.50 


The development of a young princess into a Queen size sovereign, and her 
husband achieving an expertness in the business of royalty, presents a double por- 
trait (and sometimes a double-take) readied for the coming Coronation. The spon- 
taneous devotion of her subjects, her youth and war years, her romance in a newsreel 
age parallel Philip's homeless, countryless young years, his love of sports, his re- 
fusal to fit into the accepted mold, and his settling down from a royal waif and 
stray into a place of his own as the eyes and ears and the conductor of the common 
touch for his wife. There's lots of detail here - Elizabeth's "bloody minded" (ob- 
stinate) qualities, so like all Britons, her madness for horses, her days of being 
‘overstuffed and overdressed", her wedding and travels and children, and the trans- 
formation with the responsibilities and accession: Philip's care-free, military life 
and his adjustment to the necessary formalities of his married state. And the ex- 
hilaration and expectancy with which they have endowed their empire top off this ; 7 
view-with-pride open season on these crowned heads. Lofty gossiping for the loyal. 
Illustrated. (LC - 53-5496) 

















Farewell, Nina Simon & Schuster 
THE UNFAIR SEX °|- $2.95 









A not too prim "Primer for Young Women" provides the more vulnerable vir- 
gin with a defense against men who “seek to obtain at no cost what they should pay 
with their lives". Disposing of misconceptions and prevalent propaganda (how poor 
is the best that mother knows), she goes on to throw the ring and the book at the 
male adversary~- his strategies, lines, devices; demonstrates how to invite aggres- 
sion and counter with passive resistance; indicates the consequences of giving and 
the pleasures of refusing; charts a straight and narrow line to the altar which de- 
tours apartments, married men, bosses, etc.... Armature for iron maidens, this has 
its moments of intimate impudence and the line drawings by Doty are in the mood. 










April 28 





Griffith, Richard Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE WORLD OF ROBERT FLAHERTY $5.00 











From the writings and records of both Robert and his wife, Frances, and 
with photographs from their extensive picture-taking, here is the career of a pio- 
neer in new cinematic fields. His love for the North was born in his travels in 

the Hudson Bay region to get samples of iron ore and his journals are full of the 
friendliness, the goodness and the customs of the Eskimos. His ambition to present 
them as they are led to photography which eventually reached the public as Wanook. 

of the North, a departure that proved to be, not a novelty, but the beginning of a 
tradition. Its effect was such that he was commissioned to do the same for the South 
Seas, but the picture Moana was another original, while Tabu, Man of Aran, Sabu, The 
Land, and The Louisiana Story kept disclosing his different approaches to each subject. 
There are the problems and headaches each presented, the "movie family” which worked 
intimately and cooperatively and the incidents that would spark the picture into life. 
A special sort of book - of definite interest to moving picture followers but also a 
revealing bit of personal history, this is not shadowed by Hollywood and reflects 

a definite personality. 














-144- Non-fiction February 15, 1953 


April 29 


Kirk, Jane Harper 
PROJECTS THAT PAY $2.75 © 


Enterprises- for enterprising women- which will raise money for your particu- 
lar group or organization in a manual of suggestions- briefly developed. Catering, 
rummage sales, bazaars, auctions, lawn socials, community suppers, as well as establish- 
ing a nursery school or publishing a cook book may be profitable; on a smaller scale, 
there are hobbies which pay off, services, and products (Christmas tree ornaments, can- 
dies, etc.) for the capable community worker..... A starter for a defined market. 


(IC 53-5375) 


Nussbaum, Frederick L. : Harper 
THE TRIUMPH OF SCIENCE AND REASON £ /!2 $5.00 


The most recent book in “The Rise of Modern Europe” series encompasses the 
years from 1660 to 1685. The author, Professor of History at the University of Wyoming, 
moves through the complex occurrences of these years with the conciseness, scope, and 
clarity that mark the expert. As William Langer points out in the introduction, his 
study rather than being centered on Louis XIV and his contemporaries is based on the 
achievements in science and art, development of political theory and organization, 
broadening and deepening of religious life, and the evolution of capitalistic economy. 
He feels the history of this period was based on the birth of Cartesianism, a way of 
thought which has not yet spent its spark, and considers the wars of the late seven- 
teenth century anachronistic in face of “the triumph of science and reason". This is 
an exciting contribution to the series that can well stand alone, a book which is tight- 
ly written and which is based on a frankly stated interpretation that may arouse comment 
but will also command respect. Bibliography, index, illustrations. © 


Edel, Leon Lippincott 
HENRY JAMES: The Untried Years $5 .00 


* An important book - this sensitive and sensible first of a projected three 
volume biography of Henry James, written by a Guggenheim Fellow and lecturer in the Eng- 
lish department at Princeton, is the result of some 25 years of research and derived 
from a great deal of hitherto unpublished material furnished by descendants of James' 
brother William. The novelist's own autobiographical works contribute to a feeling of 
familiarity as does Mathieson's brilliant The James Family but this is not a piecemeal 
study; it is completed and whole and integrated with enthusiasm, proportion and reverent 
understanding. This portrait of the artist as a young man is a scholarly piece of work 
and exceedingly well planned - and if, in relation to its subject, it seems to lack 
something of lustre and distinction, it is only to say that the biographer is not as 
great a stylist as the novelist. The early chapters mark out the psychological themes 
and Edel is at his best in describing and dramatizing the Jacob-Esau leit-motif of 
Henry's drive to surpass his older brother, William: again he seems fully to grasp that 
for James in particular the life of the mind can be more vivid, more full, more excit- 
ing, more colorful than real life ever could be and shows this in the enduring splendor 
of James' love for his dead cousin, Mary Temple. Edel refutes many criticisms - ably 
and convincingly; he integrates the writings with admirable insight and his Henry James 
is revealed as an artist for today as a reciprocal interpreter for Europe and America. 
This volume takes James to his 27th year and reaches its climax with the death of Mary 
Temple: it not only follows the current fashion of interest in Henry James but adds 
much of moment to it and its audience should be wide among scholars and Jamesian follow- 
ers, and should induce a controversial interest in the critical field. (LC 53-5421) 
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April 29 


Day, Donald - Fd Little, Brown 
UNCLE SAM'S UNCLE JOSH $4.00 


With editorial comment on biography and achievements, here is a selection of 
the writings of Josh Billings (Henry Wheeler Shaw) in which can be found the roots of 
the humor of Will Rogers, Will Cuppy, Bob Burns, Herb Shriner, etc. A self-confessed 
lazy boy, he went West on $10.00, indulged his love of pranks, was in and out of jobs, 
and returned home to get married and raise a family. They moved from Massachusetts to 
New York, where real estate and auctioneering led into writing, first letters in dia- 
lect signed Efren Billings, then books, and finally into lecturing. His take-offs on 
The Farmer's Almanac, the Allminax became nationally famous and his name and writings 
made a happy Atlantic crossing. There are sections of his cracker barrel humor on his 
boyhood, marriage, children, on his fictitious family in Pordunk, on horse racing, the 
animal world, New Year's resolutions, cooking, grandchildren, etc. There's a nice 
imagination, a feeling for expressive phrases and a friendly approach that provide a 
real pleasure for the modern reader of this 19th century folk humorist. (LC 53-5263) 


Mitchell, Lucy Sprague Simon & Schuster 
TO Lives § = 4//7 $5 .00 


An autobiography that is a biography as well, because for Lucy Sprague Mit- 
chell, writer, pioneer in education and a founder of the Bank Street Schools, work 
was an integral part of her happy marriage with the economist Wesley Clair Mitchell 
whom she called Robin. With genuine admiration Mrs. Mitchell writes of Robin's car- 
eer and beliefs both in themselves and as they held meaning for her. His earlier 
life, and early ideas, to be followed by his later work as director of the National 
Bureau of Economic Research and as a professor at Columbia parallels the accompanying 
analysis of herself and her work. The illness and shyness in her own childhood gave 
grounds for a lifelong questioning of her own abilities- refuted by her accomplish- 
ments. As Dean of Women at the University of California, the lack of experience off- 
ered to women students provoked her decision to work with children- directly. In New 
York, Mrs. Mitchell started with experimental education, and admirably does she ex- 
plain programs based on learning by experience which is the basis of her teaching and 
far-reaching influence. She also shared with her husband and four children an intense 
interest in languages. In sum, an incredible load of activities, carried with eager- 
ness and energy to make up these two full lives.... Mrs. Mitchell has a strong fol- 
lowing, which this book will reach. 


April 30 


Bodley, R. V. C. Little, Brown 
THE WARRIOR SAINT $4 .00 


The author of Wind in the Sahara returns to the lonely African wastes in 
his story of Charles Foucauld, French priest and patriot, who spent the years of his 
mission among the Twareg as monk-Marabout, scholar, military observer until he was 
martyred during the political battle for the Sahara in 1916. The saint's story is 
not only one of a self discipline more severe than that of the Trappist order to 
which he belonged, nor is it only one of a compassionate’ counselor. Charles, Vicomte 
de Foucauld, spent the first thirty years of his life as a profligate libertine who 
ate, drank, and loved to surfeit while exhibiting charm and stubborness as a military 
student and officer. Women, from his mistress Mimi to his devoted cousin Marie and 
the prioress at Jerusalem played important roles in his life. He was first awakened 
to religious conviction on a surveying tour through Morocco, when disguised as a 
young Russian rabbi he felt the devoutness of both Jews and Moslems, and to this part 
of the world he was bound as a churchman. The story holds charm and drama for people 
of the faith, although the telling is somewhat stiff. (LC 53-5261) 
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April 30 
Platt, June & Kerr, Sophie Rinehart 
THE BEST I EVER ATE $3.50 


Twelve informal, appreciative and aromatic essays introduce these selective 
dishes- derived from old-fashioned family recipes or expert cuisines. Pocketbook rolls 
and beat biscuits, pheasant and partridge, boiled corned beef and spare ribs, clam pie 
or mushroom fritters indicate the variety of tastes and specialties in a choice collec- 
tion which ranges from soups to desserts and includes a few planned menus. For the hos- 
tess rather than the housewife, a book designed to goad your incentive and appetite. 

(LC 52-14191) 
April 27 Ib 
John Day 
THE BROADER WAY $3.50 


An intimate account of the war and Occupation years in Japan brings home the 
sufferings and hardships of people under fire and in defeat. A Wellesley graduate, of 
'28, the author found she had returned to a country still under a matriarchy in family 
life, that her American education was a disadvantage, and her mother in law and step 
children leagued against her. The war accomplished the liberation of women, introduced 
@ new social order which was furthered by American military government and the peace. 
There are stories of the wastelands left by bombings of Tokyo, of prostitution that 
flourished, of inflation and black marketing: she tells of her work as translator dur- 
ing the Major War Crimes trials and of what post war years brought to her family - work, 
marriages and schooling for her step-children - and of the adjustments to an overturned 
social system, :of the lure of Communism. A feminine approach to many subjects of in- 
terest to all women, this is an intelligent appraisal,of sympathy and value for a wide 
audience. Bring it to the attention of Wellesley graduates. (LC 53-6538) 


Mishima, Suzie Seo 


Lieb, Frederick G. & Baumgartner, Stan 0/3 Putnam 
THE PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


In Putnam's long series of major league ball club histories, this follows the 
team that cleaned up the league repeatedly in the pre-1900 era, then sank into second- 
division apathy, flared briefly in 1915 with a new manager and the great pitcher, 

Grover Cleveland Alexander, to take the pennant, and then had to wait 35 more years for 
the Whiz Kids of 1950 to remind Philadelphia that it had two baseball franchises. One 
of the authors, Stan Baumgartner, is an old-time Phillie with a good memory and he re- 
calls the various anecdotes, funny do's on the field and in the clubhouse, and the im- 
possibilities of the old Baker Field where stands broke under the spectators' weight and 
the tin outfield walls grew so porous that line drives sailed through them to the field- 
ers' consternation. While the Phillies are not one of the more exciting major league 
teams, the authors manage to make much of their history so, though they don't quite 
match Frank Graham's The New York Giants, published last spring. (IC 53-5328) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


754 Huxley, Julian- EVOLUTION IN ACTION- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Harper) 

779 Idlienthal, D.E.- BIG BUSINESS- price from $3.00 to $2.75 (Harper) 

780  Heilner, Van Campen- SALT WATER FISHING- from 2/25 to 3/9 (Knopf) 
58 Simak, C.D.- RING AROUND THE SUN- postponed indefinitely (Simon & Schuster) 
60 Morrison, Morie- HERE'S HOW TO PLAY MONEY GOLF- definite date 4/2 (Doubleday) 
62 Willison, G.F.-£d,.THE PILGRIM READER- from 3/9 to 3/16. Price from $6.00 to 

$5.95 (Doubleday) 

66 Wiener, Norbert- EX-PRODIGY- from 3/12 to 3/26. Price from $4.00 to $3.95. 
(Simon & Schuster) 
69(J)Bulla, Clyde R.- EAGLE FEATHER- from 4/15 to 5/15 (Crowell) 
76 Breslin, Howard- THE BRIGHT BATTALIONS- from 3/11 to 3/18 (McGraw-Hill) 
98 Meyer, H.- THE COMPLETE BOOK OF HOME FREEZING- definite date 4/29 (Lippincott) 
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